THE UNSEEN RIFT

well-wishers now asked was but an extension of that wise
concession to political exigencies of the first order. Halifax,
strong in the prestige of having destroyed the first Exclusion
Bill, used hard words. Unless, he declared, the Duke com-
plied, "his friends would be obliged to leave him like a
garrison one could no longer defend." Every one could see
what a simplification his assent would make ; and what a boon
to all ! His first wife's brother, Laurence Hyde, afterwards
Earl of Rochester, was entrusted with the difficult task of his
conversion to conformity, upon which the strongest family,
social, and State pressures were engaged. Hyde, Churchill,
and Legge were James's three most intimate personal servants.
They had been with him for many years. His partiality for
them had long been proved. Legge was absent, but we can-
not doubt that Churchill supported Hyde with any influence
he could command. Nothing availed. James was advised
by his confessor that there could be no paltering with heresy.
Such advice was decisive.

This incident deserves prominence because it evoked from
Churchill one of those very rare disclosures of his political-
religious convictions in this period which survive. He
wrote to Legge the following letter :

Sept. 12, 1 6 8 1 ,
DEAR COUSIN,
I should make you both excuses and compliments for the
trouble you have been at in sending my wife to me, but I hope
it is not that time of day between you and I, for without compli-
ment as long as I live I will be your friend and servant. My
Lord Hyde, who is the best man living, will give you an account
of all that has passed. You will find that nothing is done in what
was so much desired, so that sooner or later we must be all undone 1
As soon as Lewen has his papers the Duke would have [wish to]
take the first opportunity by sea and come from Scotland. My
heart is very full, so that should I write to you of the sad prospect
I fear we have, I should tire your patience ; therefore I refer
myself wholly to my Lord Hyde and assure you that wherever
I am, you and my Lord Hyde have a faithful servant of [in] me.2
1 Author's italics.         * Dartmouth Papers, H.M.C., xi, Appendix V, 67-68.
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